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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1798 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLO, LETS 
SUBJECT: PLO INTENTIONS 

REF: DAMASCUS 1553 

1 . AS POINTED OUT IN REFTEL'S VERY USEFUL AND 
TIMELY ANALYSIS OF PLO INTENTIONS, PALESTINIANS 
APPARENTLY BELIEVE THEY DID VERY WELL AGAINST 
IDF, AND THE MORALE OF FIGHTERS AND FATAH HAS CON- 
SEQUENTLY IMPROVED. AT SAME TIME, ISRAELI INVASION 
HAS RAISED TO PERHAPS UNPRECEDENTED LEVELS PLO'S 
TRADITIONAL SUSPICION OF THE ARAB STATES AND CAUSED 
PROBLEMS WITH ITS LEBANESE LEFTISTS ALLIES. 

2. PLO HAS SHOWN VERY GREAT DISILLUSIONMENT WITH THE 
STEADFASTNESS AND CONFRONTATION FRONT. FALASTINE AL 
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THAWRA STATED ON MARCH 20 THAT "THE SILENCE OVER THE 
INVASION AND OCCUPATION OF THE SOUTH ON THE PART OF 
THE STEADFASTNESS AND CONFRONTATION FRONT IN FACT 
NULLIFIES THE VERY EXISTENCE OF THIS FRONT, FOR SOUTH 
LEBANESE LIES IN THE VERY HEART OF THAT FRONT. . . " 

3. IN MORE GENERAL TERMS, PLO HAS SHOWN THAT IT 
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BELIEVES THE ARAB STATES WERE UNWILLING TO HELP 
WHEN THE CHIPS WERE DOWN. ACCORDING TO FALASTIN AL 
THAWRA, "WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO ASK QUESTIONS WHEN WE 
HEAR NOTHING BUT WORDS AT A TIME WHEN WE NEED ARAB 
BULLETS, SOLDIERS. TANKS AND PLANES” (SEE BEIRUT 1519). 

4. WAFA ON MARCH 29 CARRIED AS ITEM REPORTING REMARKS 
OF ABU ADIB. VICE PRESIDENT OF THE PALESTINE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL AND A MEMBER OF FATAH'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 
ACCORDING TO WAFA: "HE SAID THE OFFICIAL ARAB PARALYSIS 
DID NOT SURPRISE THE REVOLUTION. . . ON THE EFFECT 

OF THE CURENT ARAB POSITION VIS-A-VIS THE REVOLUTION, 

HE SAID THAT THE DETERIORATING ARAB POSITION MAKES 
IT POSSIBLE FOR ISRAEL TO MANIPULATE ARAB SOLIDARITY 
AND HIT THE ARAB CONFRONTATION VANGUARD WITHOUT 
HAVING TO FEAR ARAB RETALIATION. HE ADDED: ’IT IS 
BECAUSE OF THIS SITUATION THAT WE WERE NOT SURPRISED 
WITH THE ARAB STAND.’" 

5. ASIM QANSUH, REGIONAL SECRETARY OF THE PRO-SYRIAN 
BA'ATH PARTY IN LEBANON,TOLD EMBOFF ON MARCH 23 
THAT FATAH REALIZED THAT ITS MARCH 1 1 TERRORIST 
ATTACK AND THE ISRAELI REPRISAL HAD SERIOUSLY WEAKENED 
THE PLO'S POSITION VIS-A-VIS SYRIA AND LEBANON. HE 
BELIEVED FATAH DID NOT WISH TO PROVOKE THESE STATES 

BY MORE FIGHTING IN THE SOUTH AT THE PRESENT TIME 
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(SEE BEIRUT 1616). 

6. IN ADDITION, THE ISRAELI INVASION HAS APPARENTLY 
CAUSED SERIOUS DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PALESTINIANS 
AND THEIR LEBANESE LEFTIST ALLIES. AL MURABITUN OFFICIAL 
SAMIR SABBAGH IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF ON MARCH 23 
INDICATED FOR THE FIRST TINE TO US DISILLUSIONMENT 
WITH THE PLO (SEE BEIRUT 1594). PALESTINIAN AND 
LEBANESE LEFTISTS PULLED GUNS ON EACH OTHER IN A 
DISPUTE OVER WHETHER TO TURN OVER A BARRACKS TO FRENCH 
FORCES AT TYRE ON MARCH 24 (SEE BEIRUT 1631). 

7. WE ARE SKEPTICAL THAT THE ISRAELI INVASION WILL IN 
ANY MEANINGFUL SENSE REDUCE FACTIONALISM WITHIN THE 
PALESTINIAN MOVEMENT. WHILE EUPHORIA OF THE MEMENT 
MAY HAVE REDUCED IT TO SOME EXTENT, THE PALESTINIAN 
RESISTANCE HAS AN ALMOST UNBLEMISHED RECORD OF 
INTERNAL BICKERING REGARDLESS OF CIRCUMSTANCES. A 
SENIOR FATAH OFFICIALLY RECENTLY COMMENTED IN PRIVATE 
THAT "THE PALESTINIANS ARE UNITED ONLY WHEN FIGHTING 
ISRAELIS." THE RESISTANCE IS LIKELY TO RETURN TO FORM. 
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8. PLO'S SUSPICIONS OF ITS ARAB ALLIER AND TROUBLES 
WITH ITS LEBANESE LEFTIST FRIENDS MAY MAKE PALESTINIANS 
BEHAVE WITH GREATER CAUTION ON SOUTH LEBANON FOR THE 
TIME BEING. PLO WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY NOT, HOWEVER, 

FORSWEAR MILITARY OPERATIONS FROM LEBANON INTO ISRAEL, 

AS LONG AS PLO BELIEVES DIPLOMATIC PROCESS UNLIKELY 
TO RESULT IN FORMATION OF AN INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN 
STATE. WAFA ALSO QUOTED ABU ADIB AS SAYING: "WHAT 
THE REVOLUTION WANTS IS THE CREATION OF A NORTHERN 
FRONT CAPABLE OF SELF DEFENSE AND STEADFASTNESS SO 
THAT THE COMMANDOS MAY CARRY OUT THEIR OPERATIONS IN THE 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES THROUGHOUT THIS FRONT." 
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